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In this issue:

• Government invests £30 million into ports for Brexit.

• Government invest £1 million into haulage sector.

• £8m campaign launched to help haulier with Brexit preparation. 

• Protection for flights and road transport after Brexit reaffirmed. 
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Hawsons has a dedicated team of specialist transport and logistics accountants in Sheffield, 
Doncaster and Northampton.

We act for a large number of clients in this sector across our three offices, ranging from hauliers to 
international couriers, and understand the challenges this dynamic sector faces.

Nearly every other commercial sector is reliant on the services transport and logistic businesses 
provide and, in many ways, this specialist sector is the linchpin for our country’s economy.

With our experience in the transport and logistics sector we are able to develop a close 
understanding of your business and, through active year round involvement, we can help you 
anticipate and deal with challenges quickly and effectively.

Hawsons are specialist transport and logistics accountants 

Since our last edition of this newsletter issued in April, 
the ongoing Brexit drama has dominated the domestic 
headlines without producing anymore clarity than we 
had in the spring. As we go to press, a no deal 
outcome looks increasingly likely, so once again this 
issue features heavily in our newsletter as the 
Government announces measures to help businesses 
affected in this sector across all modes of transport. 
The government has also released details of £1 million 
plan to help combat the ongoing driver shortage in the 
haulage industry. 

As ever,  please get in touch with us if any of these 
subjects affect your business, we are happy to help. 



The Government is to invest £30 million to improve ports for 
Brexit

The Transport Secretary announced 
on 30 August 2019 that the country’s 
ports will continue to run smoothly 
even after Brexit as the Government 
plans to invest £30 million in these 
facilities. For ports to access this 
money they will need to bid as part 
of the Port Infrastructure Resilience 
and Connectivity (PIRC) competition 
for a share of £10 million. This will 
help deliver upgrades to improve 
capacity and maintain trade flow.

There will also be a further £5 million 
available to four key Local Resilience 
Forums (LRFs). This will be for 
emergency responders, councils, and 
other public services in locations 
with key freight ports. 

Key Facts 
• Ports will be able to bid for a share of 
£10 million as part of the Port 
Infrastructure Resilience and 
Connectivity (PIRC) competition. 
• There will also be a further £5 million 
to four key Local Resilience Forums 
(LRFs)

The Road Haulage Association (RHA) 
thinks that the investment will not have 
the effect that the government hope. 
RHA chief executive, Richard Burnett 
said “Of course we welcome the 
Government’s commitment to making 
ports Brexit ready, but as with all 
infrastructure improvements they take 
time and that is a commodity that we 
do not have.”



Government invest £1 million to improve haulage sector and 
combat long-term unemployment

The Transport Secretary has 
announced there will be a £1 million 
investment to help the haulage 
sector strengthen its workforce and 
employ new talent. This investment 
means that logistics companies will 
be able to run skills training for 
people finding it difficult to gain full 
time employment such as veterans, 
ex-offenders and the long term 
unemployed. This is why the Road to 
Logistics Programme was set up as 
there is a nationwide shortage of 
drivers. 

Employment has risen in the 
transport and logistics sector since 
2010, but has fallen slightly in recent 
times. There is currently just under 
1.5 million people employed by the 
transport and logistics industry. 

Key Facts:
• Government have invested £1 
million into the haulage sector.
• The Road to Logistics Programme 
has been set up to help the 
nationwide shortage of drivers.
• There are just under 1.5 million 
people employed by the transport and 
logistics industry. 

Transport secretary Grant Shapps said: 
“Our dynamic road transport sector 
moves more than 1.4 billion tonnes of 
goods across the country every year, 
so we need to make sure it is fit for 
the future. Not only will this new 
programme help make this industry 
even stronger, but it will help pave the 
way for those who may be struggling 
to secure a permanent job and turn 
their lives around.”



£8m campaign launched to help hauliers with Brexit 
preparation

Transport secretary Grant Shapps has announced that a multi-million-pound 
campaign is being launched in the UK and Europe to make sure that businesses and 
hauliers are prepared for a potential no deal Brexit on 31 October 2019. This 
campaign will make sure that hauliers have everything they need to get through 
borders, which will reduce delays. 

The campaign will include:
• A billboard and media advertising campaign.
• The establishment of 150 pop-up centres across the 10 countries covering the 
nationalities that process the most UK-bound road freight.
• The distribution of millions of multi-languages information handbooks and pocket 
guides.

On the 9th September 2019 an email was sent to 70,000 UK operators and industry 
bodies, containing vital information for those driving to the EU after 31 October. 

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps has said “This campaign is another example of 
the extensive preparations we are making for leaving the EU on 31 October. As an 
outward-facing global trading nation, the efficiency of our ports is of paramount 
importance. This multi-million-pound initiative ensures the UK will remain open for 
business, with goods continuing to move freely”. 



Protection for flights and road transport after Brexit reaffirmed

On the 5 September 2019 the Government confirmed that they have measures in 
place to make sure flight and road haulage will continue to run smoothly after 31 
October if the UK leaves the EU. There will also be an extension on the UK’s air 
traffic rights for EU airlines until October 2020. This builds on the agreements 
revealed in March 2019, this means that air travel is guaranteed to continue 
without change until March 2020 no matter when we leave the EU.

Key Facts:

• Government confirm they have taken measures to make sure flight and road 
haulage runs smoothly after the UK leave the EU

• Airline travel is guaranteed to continue without change until March 2020.

Grant Shapps, Secretary of State, said:
“We welcome these proposals from the European Commission to extend 
arrangements allowing flights and road haulage to continue between the UK and 
EU after Brexit. Connectivity is at the forefront of this government’s vision for a 
global, outward-facing Britain and these extensions between the UK and EU 
ensure that it will be business as usual when travelling and trading for the 
foreseeable future.”

To find out more information click here. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/protection-for-flights-and-road-transport-after-brexit-reaffirmed
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At Hawsons we have a dedicated team of specialist 
transport and logistics accountants at our offices in 

Sheffield, Doncaster, and Northampton. We act for a 
large number of clients, ranging from hauliers to 

international couriers, and understand the challenges 
this dynamic sector faces.

To find out more about our transport and logistics 
accountants click here.

To book your free initial meeting click here. 
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